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Upcoming at the Shul
Every Monday at 12:30
Torah Study Group
Friday, December 6
7pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service
led by Rabbi Bonnie Koppell
Saturday, December 7
8:30am Torah Study led by
Rabbi Bonnie Koppell
10am Shabbat Morning Service
led by Rabbi Bonnie Koppell
Sunday, December 8
9am Torah Tots
10:30am Religious School
10:30am Kadimah Class
Saturday, December 14
10am Family Shabbat
Morning Service led by
Leah Mundell
Sunday, December 15
9am Torah Tots
10:30am Religious School
10:30am Kadimah Class
10:30am Social Action Mtg
Friday, December 20
7pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service
led by Rabbi Emerita Nina
Perlmutter
Saturday, December 28
5pm Hanukkah Party &
Potluck

SOCIAL ACTION WITH CLS
—JAMIE SHADIAN
A Waste Free Synagogue
Our second Social Justice Committee meeting brought excitement, ideas, experience and synergy.
Most notably, a new compost will be arriving in the parking lot of Lev Shalom, thoughtfully donated by
Judi & Bob Braudy. This compost, otherwise known as the "Kosher Kompost”, is the beginning of our
Congregations very real and intentional efforts to begin conducting itself as a waste-free Synagogue.
Our intention is to not only walk-the-walk within our own walls but to become a faith epicenter of
Climate and Environmental Justice education, information and action within Flagstaff.
The ripple effect of our last two meetings has been felt throughout the Congregation. Lev Shalom’s
commitment to our planet’s future has many congregants changing practices within their own homes
and places of business. This is a necessary time to become active in a movement that is deeply engrained in our Jewish faith and history.
For more information or to get involved in Lev Shalom’s Climate & Environmental Justice work
contact Jamie at jamie@leewybranksi.com. The next Social Justice Meeting will be December 15th
at 10:30am at Lev Shalom.

SISTERHOOD NEWS—JUDI BRAUDY
Our next Sisterhood meeting will be with our weekend guest, Dana Adler, Pacific District President,
Women of Reform Judaism. Dana will be here for Friday and Saturday services on December 6 and 7.
Meeting will be at the shul immediately following services on Saturday, December 7th at 12PM, with
lunch from Oneg. Please plan to join us even if you can’t come to Torah Study or morning services.
The Sisterhood walks for December are as follows:
 Sunday, December 22nd 9:30am Buffalo Park
If you have any questions about Sisterhood, please contact Judi, Sisterhood Chair, at
azjudi@gmail.com or 914-263-3953.
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CLS INTRODUCES
KADIMAH CLASS
The Kadimah class (5th grade
and up) is an enthusiastic group
of students sharing their Jewish
knowledge and experience. We
are strengthening Hebrew skills
and exploring key figures in
Jewish history. This group will be
participating in Shabbat morning
services throughout the year, and
they are terrific singers, so be
sure to come join them!
Please contact Leah Mundell at
928-600-2575 or leahmundell@gmail.com for more information about our Kadimah class.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE TORAH GUIDES US
EVEN MORE SO TODAY!
—PAUL COHEN
It is often said that the ancient
text is as relevant today as it was
when written thousands of years
ago. At our recent Friday night
service in early November, Shari
Rosenbloom led our service and
explored Parshat Vayeira
(Genesis 18-22) in her Dvar
Torah. In the story, three strangers come upon
Abraham's tent in the heat of the day, and
Abraham immediately rises to greet them and
welcomes them with open and warm hospitality.
He offers food and water, washes their feet, and
comforts the travelers without asking who they
are or where they came from. Our sacred text
clearly gives us a model of offering open and
warm hospitality to strangers!
As the story continues, two of the three travelers
go on to Sodom, where Lot sees them and insists
that they come back to his home for their own
protection, as Sodom was not a safe place to be.
They go back to his house, and the townspeople
gather at his house demanding that the visitors be
sent out to the crowd. Lot went out to the street
and shielded the door with his body, protecting
the visitors inside his house from the dangerous
crowd. Although Lot is far from perfect, once
again, our sacred text shows us that providing
security for our guests is vitally important!
At our November Board meeting a few weeks
afterwards, we looked at the value of being
hospitable and inviting strangers while
maintaining security for those inside the
Synagogue. The Board, and many members and
guests who wanted to participate and be heard,
used the "open or locked door?" as a symbol of
two perspectives. Those that believe we should
"be like Abraham" suggest we never lock our
doors to those who come to the Synagogue during
services, while the counter view is that we should
take steps to protect the people inside even if it
means less in the way of "open door" hospitality.
Of course, the issues are not that simple. What
would it look like to lock the doors? How would we
implement that? If we don't lock the doors, how
do we offer security to those already inside? Do
we establish a policy for all Synagogue events,
such as Board Meetings, Torah Study and
Religious School? As our news reports almost
daily shootings at institutions all over the world,
we cannot simply go on in ignorance or the belief
that "it can't happen in Flagstaff".

The conversation will move from the
brainstorming of ideas and expressing of
opinions in November, to a discussion of the
pros and cons of implementation of the
differing ideas, including logistical and
budgetary considerations at our next meeting.
I invite all members to participate at the next
CLS Board of Trustees meeting, scheduled for
Tuesday December 17, 2019 at 6:00 PM to
have your opinions heard and share in the
dialogue.

CLS BOARD MEETING
REMINDER
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev
Shalom will meet on Tuesday, December 17th,
at 6p.m. at the synagogue. Members of the
Congregation are welcome to attend. Please
advise Paul Cohen president@levshalomaz.org
or 267-251-6473) if there are matters that you
would like the Board to consider or if you
would like an advance copy of the agenda for
the meeting.
Please be aware that non-board members will
be asked to step out of the meeting should the
Board go into executive session to address
matters deemed to be of a confidential nature
by the Board, such as personnel issues or
matters dealing with specific members.

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
To the Congregation Lev Shalom
General Fund:
Art and Carole Glass

CHANUKAH GIFT SHOP
The Sisterhood will have the CLS gift shop
open:
 Sunday, December 8th & 15th
10am—12pm
The gift shop will have many Chanukah items
available, including menorahs & candles,
chocolate gelt, dreidels and a variety of
unique Chanukah gifts, music and games.
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LEVTY NEWS—NENA BLOOM
Early Hanukkah at
Will Schwartz's house
Saturday, Dec. 14 7-8:30PM

Latkes & dessert!
Please bring a wrapped gift of $10 or less for a
white elephant gift exchange.
RSVP to Nena Bloom if you plan to attend.
Please contact Nena Bloom at
(nenaflag@gmail.com or 928-310-2252) for more information
about our youth group.

HOOD HAPPENINGS—BOB BRAUDY
The Hood will be meeting early in December at our usual haunt.
We’ll discuss the climate and environmental justice initiative that
has been undertaken with the leadership of Jamie Shadian.
For further information about the Congregation Lev Shalom
Brotherhood, please contact Bob Braudy at rsbraudy@earthlink.net
or 201-665-0168 .
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CLS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
—SUSAN & TEDD NICKERSON
Susan and Tedd Nickerson have lived in
Flagstaff since August 2015; they have
been married for 34 years, and have two
grown children and a granddaughter. They
raised their children in the Reform Jewish
lifestyle, through Temple Sinai in Palm
Desert CA., where Susan fell back in love
with her Jewish heritage and started her
career as a professional Jewish Educator.
At the Temple she taught 3rd grade, Life
Cycles during Sunday School along with
teaching on Tuesdays and at the Teen
Academy and Religious School. Susan taught for the local
school district teaching special education, obtaining a certification on Early Childhood development. When the Temple
opened their Jewish Preschool where she started as the lead
teacher and progressed to the Director of the school.
After moving to Flagstaff, they joined the Congregation Lev
Shalom in April 2016 and Susan along with Former Rabbi
Mindie Snyder and Shari Rosenbloom, (Dr. R), taught the Family Education program. Susan returned to teaching Torah Tots
and Religious school after a small absence this past fall and
loves every minute of it.
Tedd retired from the City of Palm Springs Police Department
Animal Control Division, where he served for 31 years as an
Officer, Cruelty Investigator and Field Training Officer. During
his years with the City he worked at the City’s Airport as Law
Enforcement, teaching Aviation Security/Safety and being the
training and traffic officer along with doing backgrounds investigations and having courses in internal affairs investigations.
Susan and Tedd enjoy living in Flagstaff and the people they
have met through the Temple Family.

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI KOPPELL
Friends - I am so looking forward to celebrating Shabbat with
Congregation Lev Shalom community on Dec. 6th and
7th. Together we will study Parshat Vayetze and perhaps
share some insight into the upcoming holiday of Chanukah.
We read in this week’s Torah portion, "God was in this place,
and I, I did not know." That's how I feel about CLS! Who knew
that there was such a vibrant and dedicated Jewish community
in Flagstaff, Arizona? Jacob famously dreams of a ladder connecting earth and heaven, with angels ascending and descending, and he senses God’s Presence protecting him on his journey. May we all be blessed to sense God’s Presence wherever
our journeys lead.
My husband, Ron Kushner, and I were deeply touched by the
commitment you have to sustain Jewish life. I appreciate the
confidence that you repose in me as one of your spiritual leaders, and look forward to getting to know you better during the
upcoming weekend of December 6 and 7.
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS—SUSAN NICKERSON
The month of November our Torah Tots and Religious School students celebrated and explored Shabbat.
In December we will continue to learn about Shabbat by celebrating Havdalah on December 8 th. The
students will create their own personal Kiddush Cups and spice sachets, so they can end Shabbat with
the sweet taste of juice, (affectionately called un-fermented wine), and wake up to begin our work/
school week with the vibrant smell of spices.
On December 15th we will end the calendar year with Hanukkah celebration. Miss Rachel will be teaching us how to make her delicious and famous latkes’, (potato pancakes). They will create their own
dreidels and eat sufganiot, (fried jelly donuts).
Registration is open all year. Please feel free to contact Mrs. Susan at her email, retteddsue@gmail.com
for further information about our Torah Tot and Religious School programs.

Torah Tots (9AM) &
Religious School (10:30AM)
▪
▪

Sunday, December 8th
Sunday, December 15th
Photos Courtesy of Susan Nickerson

Advertising Corner
If you are interested in advertising in The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at
info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising for members is free! Business advertising rates
are extremely reasonable! Get your message out to hundreds of people each month and
support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!

Classified

MAZEL TOV!
To those celebrating birthdays
in December—
Leilah Danielson – 12/5
Becca Sturm – 12/10
Jonathan Armus – 12/16
Zachary Leib-Perry – 12/16
Gabriel Trilling – 12/16
Ralph Martin – 12/17
Benjamin Miggins – 12/17
Eric Meeks – 12/19
Doris Martin – 12/26
Sandy Shaw – 12/29
Chris Coffey – 12/31
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